[Status of ultrasound and roentgen diagnosis in prenatal detection of osteochondrodysplasias].
Ultrasound and X-ray investigation have a specific but complementary importance within the prenatal recording of lethal osteochondrodysplasia. In the prenatal diagnoses of thanatophoric dysplasia, asphyxiating thoracic dysplasia, chondrodysplasia punctata and achondroplasia we present our procedure for the investigation. All pregnant women are examined by ultrasound. Where the sonographical findings--according to our previous definition for the above mentioned diseases--suggest that they may be present we recommend referral to an institution with highly-specialized diagnostic possibilities for further investigation. Already in the II. trimester of pregnancy it is possible to make such group diagnoses by ultrasound. To give further specificity to the findings prenatal X-ray investigation should be done preferably in the III. trimester. The importance of confirming the diagnosis by either postnatal or postmortem X-ray investigation should be emphasized.